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Letter from the Co-Directors 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Theresa Coble and Dr. Carl Hoagland 

	

Welcome!	We	are	excited	to	share	our	passion	of	informal	education.	The	program	guide	will	
describe	the	courses,	explain	the	internships,	list	student	organizations	and	describe	possible	
careers	for	you.	In	conceptualizing	how	the	BES	is	organized,	we	describe	it	as	a	program	divided	
into	thirds.		

1/3	is	education		
1/3	focuses	on	management	related	courses	
1/3	is	a	student’s	passion	(content)	

We	want	to	cultivate	a	sense	of	passion	in	your	program	as	we	help	prepare	you	for	a	career	as	an	
informal	educator.	

The	degree,	the	Bachelor	of	Educational	Studies	(BES),	is	uniquely	designed	for	students	committed	
to	an	educational	career,	but	looking	for	challenges	outside	the	traditional	classroom.	Program	
flexibility	allows	students	to	choose	emphasis	areas	and	tailor	coursework	to	align	with	your	career	
aspirations.	The	program	offers	four	areas	of	emphasis:	(1)	early	childhood,	(2)	youth	and	adult	
development,	(3)	park	and	museum	programs,	and	(4)	exercise	science	and	wellness.		

The	BES	prepares	students	with	practical	skills,	insights,	and	broad	perspectives	to	apply	as	an	
educator	in	a	variety	of	agencies	and	institutions.	One	of	the	unique	aspects	about	the	BES	is	its	
offering	of	authentic	work	experiences	at	a	number	of	different	premier	institutions	throughout	
the	St.	Louis	area	such	as	St.	Louis	Science	Center,	Forest	Park,	St.	Louis	Zoo,	and	St.	Louis	ARC.	
Linking	you	to	internships	helps	us	to	achieve	one	of	our	primary	goals	as	a	program:	help	many	
students	obtain	a	job.		The	program	also	affords	opportunities	for	students	to	attend	conferences,	
engage	in	practical	experiences,	and	complete	field-related	professional	development.		

If	we	can	be	of	any	help	to	you	in	achieving	your	educational	and	career	goals,	please	let	us	know.	
We	are	here	to	guide	you	and	help	you	in	your	career	path.		
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Introduction 
Are	you	excited	about	educating	young	children	outside	of	a	formal	classroom	setting?	If	so,	then	
UMSL’s	BES	with	the	Early	Childhood	emphasis	is	designed	exactly	for	you.	In	UMSL’s	BES	program,	
students	gain	skill	and	insights	that	can	be	applied	as	innovative	educators,	as	managers	and	
directors,	as	program	planners,	and	as	curriculum	developers.	Students	will	find	employment	
opportunities	in	both	public	and	private	institutions	with	missions	that	focus	on	the	youngest	
learners	or	in	any	organization	interested	in	young	children	and	their	learning.	As	part	of	the	BES	
program,	students	have	the	opportunity	to	earn	specific	credentials,	as	needed,	and	to	pursue	
academic	minors	related	to	their	individual	career	goals.	Traditional	state	teacher	certification	is	
not	required	for	this	emphasis	area.	
	
The	Early	Childhood	BES	program	is	based	on	current	research	of	best	practices	for	effective	
teaching	of	young	children	and	their	families	outside	of	the	classroom	setting.	The	program	
addresses	child	development	theories	and	practice,	curriculum	emergence	and	development	in	
informal	education,	developmentally	appropriate	practice,	diversity,	advocacy,	and	family	
partnerships	for	education.	
	
UMSL	BES	students	have	opportunities	to	apply	their	knowledge	and	skills	in	a	variety	of	field	and	
community	based	experiences	offered	as	part	of	their	professional	course	work	throughout	the	
program.	These	internship	experiences	take	place	in	a	variety	of	settings	in	the	St.	Louis	region.	
Internships	at	signature	organizations	such	as	the	Saint	Louis	Science	Center.	Beyond	Housing,	the	
St.	Louis	ARC,	and	Kids	Play	offer	authentic	work	site	experiences	with	suburban,	urban	and	special	
populations.	Built	into	the	BES	program	is	the	flexibility	for	students	to	have	a	tailor-made	
culminating	experience	related	to	their	professional	goals	and	future	career	needs.	

 

 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD  5 

BES Faculty & Staff 

 
 

Carl Hoagland, Co-Director of BES, hoagland@umsl.edu 
Carl’s interest is Educational Technology and Social Justice. He received his 
doctorate in Science education from the University of Massachusetts. Carl is the 
Executive Director of the E. Desmond Lee Technology and Learning Center (TLC) 
at UMSL, and participates in numerous community social justice advocacy groups. 
He serves as the coordinator for the Youth and Adult Development and 
Exercise Science and Wellness Emphasis Areas. 

 

Theresa Coble, Co-Director of BES, tcoble@umsl.edu 
Theresa’s interest is interested in interpretation, social justice, visitor onsite, and 
virtual park experiences. She received her doctorate In Forest Resources from the 
University of Minnesota. Theresa recognizes the challenge of providing compelling, 
highly interactive and transformative experiences for diverse audiences that fires a 
student’s imagination. She serves as the coordinator for the Park and Museum 
Program area.  

 

Lynn Navin, Coordinator of Early Childhood Program, navinl@umsl.edu 
Lynn’s interest is in early childhood education. She is the director of the UMSL’s 
Child Development Center (CDC). Lynn is very active in community agencies and 
is on the board of Beyone Housing in the North County neighborhoods of St. Louis. 
Lynn has extensive experience in working with university students who are doing 
field work in the CDC. She serves as the coordinator of the Early Childhood 
Program area. 

 

Keith Miller, millerkei@umsl.edu 
Keith’s research interests are in Computer Science, software testing and online 
education.  He received his doctorate from the University of Iowa.  Through his work 
with the St. Louis Science Center, Keith has developed programs that allow children 
who are  unable to visit the center to do virtual robot visits. Keith teaches technology 
classes for students who want to work in informal educational settings  

 

Thomasina Hassler, hasslert@umsl.edu 
Thomasina’s interest is in counseling and social justice. She received her doctorate 
from the University of Missouri—St. Louis. Thomasina has worked in schools and 
companies as a facilitator for diversity issues. She is a regular blog writer and her 
unique skills of counseling, history and knowledge of social justice make her a 
skilled teacher of the BES history and social justice courses. 

 

Timothy Makubuya, Coordinator of Exercise Science Area, 
makubuyat@umsl.edu 
Timothy’s interest is in physical education and exercise science. He is the 
coordinator of the Physical Education and Exercise Science program areas. 
Timothy has extensive experience as a primary and secondary school 
mathematics and social studies teacher, and coach to engage his learners in the 
application of theory in real life. 
He serves as the coordinator of the Exercise Science area.  
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Degree Plan 

	
Total-Transfer	Student		 	 120	
Total-UMSL	Four	Yr	Student		 	 111*	
Hours	to	graduate	from	UMSL		 120	
*Can	be	included	in	Gen.	Educ.	requirements	

Course Number Hours Course Name When Offered 
VARIOUS 42 General	Education	Requirements  
Required    
EDUC	1001 1 Early	Clinical	Experience:	Community	Agency	 Fall	&	Spring 
TCH	ED	2000 1 Becoming	a	Professional	Educator	 Fall	&	Spring 
ED	PSY	2212 3 Child	and	Adolescent	Development Fall	&/or	Spring 
EDUC	2002	 3	 Social	Entrepreneurship	 Fall	&	Spring	
EDUC	2222* 3 Interpretation:	Connecting	Audiences	and	Meaning	 Fall	&	Spring 
EDUC	2136 3 Facility	Management Spring 
EDUC	or	ENG	3170 3 Grant	Proposal	Writing Spring 
ED	FND	3251 3 Black	American	in	Education Fall 
MKTG	3721 3 Introduction	to	Digital	Marketing Spring 
Theater	3362 3 Storytelling Fall	&	Spring 
ED	TECH	4302	or	 
ED	TECH	4336 

3 
3 

Educational	Technology	Instruction	in	Educational	Agencies 
Computer	Mediated	Teaching	and	Learning	in	Education 

Fall 
Spring 

ED	FND	4330 3 History	of	American	Education	through	the	Lens	of	Social	Justice Spring 
Sub Total 32   
Suggested Electives    
MEDIA	ST	2211 3 Introduction	to	Digital	Multimedia	Production Spring 
MEDIA	ST	2222 3 Convergence	and	Digital	Media Spring 
MGMT/SOC	3600 3 Management	and	Organizational	Behavior Spring 
SOCIAL	WK	2000 3 Social	Work	and	Social	Issues Fall 
EDUC/	HLTH	PE	3380 3 Introduction	to	Nutrition	for	Health	&	Performance	 Spring 
Early Childhood Education    

ECH	ED	3302 3 Introduction	to	Inclusive	Early	Childhood	Education Fall	&	Spring 
ECH	ED	3303 1 Curriculum	and	Practice	Laboratory:	Infant/Toddler Spring 
ECH	ED	3304 1 Curriculum	and	Practice	Laboratory:	Preschool Fall 
ECH	ED	3313 2 Curriculum	and	Practice:	Infant/Toddler Spring 
ECH	ED	3314 2 Curriculum	and	Practice:	Preschool	Education Fall 
ECH	ED	3332 3 Literacy,	Learning	and	Instruction	for	a	Young	Child Spring 
ECH	ED	3350 3 Family	and	Professional	Partnerships	within	School/Community Fall 
ECH	ED	4317	 3 Implementation,	Evaluation,	and	Assessment	in	Early	Childhood	Education Fall 
SPEC	ED	3318 3 Inclusive	Classrooms Fall	&	Spring 
Sub Total 21   
Clinical Experiences    
EDUC	4989 3 Internship	I Every Semester 
EDUC	4990 6 Internship	II Every Semester 
EDUC	4991 6 Internship	III Every Semester 
Sub total 15   
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Years One and Two 

	
The	first	and	second	year	students	fulfill	their	core	general	education	requirements.	To	introduce	
students	to	BES	core	topics,	EDUC	1001,	and	TCH	ED	2000	are	required.	
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EDUC 1001 
Early Clinical Experience: Community Agency 

   

A	large	focus	of	this	course	is	experiential:	
students	must	complete	20	hours	of	the	
Community	Agency	Partnership	Program	by	
volunteering	at	an	educational	agency.	

	

Students	write	reflections	in	their	journals	
about	their	time	spent	at	their	sites	and	
their	experience	in	the	class.	

	

Students	are	required	to	take	an	online	
personality	assessment	to	further	their	
understanding	about	themselves.	Similarly,	
students	create	a	vision	board	of	where	they	
want	to	be	personally	and	professionally	in	
5/10/15	years.		

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Introduction	to	the	education	profession.	
Examination	of	the	performance	assessment	
system	utilized	throughout	all	curricular	
programs	and	essential	to	learning	to	evaluate	
one's	experiences,	impact,	and	coursework.	
 

Students	also	create	a	Missouri	Educator	
Profile	and	a	Professional	Development	
Plan.		

A	group	presentation	is	given	towards	the	end	
of	the	semester	to	showcase	the	ways	in	which	
technology	can	facilitate	learning.	 

   

 Through volunteering and experiential 
activities, students learn deeper about 
their personal traits such as interests, 
personality, goals and abilities to 
make a development plan for their 
career decisions. 
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TCH ED 2000 
Becoming a Professional Educator  

   

	A	large	focus	of	this	course	is	
experiential:	students	must	complete	20	
hours	of	the	Community	Agency	
Partnership	Program	by	volunteering	at	
an	educational	agency.	

	

	

	

	

	 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Introduction	to	the	education	profession.	
Examination	of	the	performance	
assessment	system	utilized	throughout	all	
curricular	programs	and	essential	to	
learning	to	evaluate	one's	experiences,	
impact,	and	coursework.	
 

 

Students	write	reflections	in	their	
journals	about	their	time	spent	at	their	
sites	and	their	experience	in	the	class.	

	

		Students	are	required	to	take	an	online	
personality	assessment	to	further	their	
understanding	about	themselves.	
Similarly,	students	create	a	vision	board	
of	where	they	want	to	be	personally	and	
professionally	in	5/10/15	years.		

	

Students	also	create	a	Missouri	Educator	
Profile	and	a	Professional	Development	
Plan.		

	

A	group	presentation	is	given	towards	the	
end	of	the	semester	to	showcase	the	ways	in	
which	technology	can	facilitate	learning. 
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EDUC 2222 
Interpretation: Connecting Audiences and Meaning 

   

Interpretation:	Connecting	Audiences	and	
Meaning	is	part	of	the	coursework	for	all	
Bachelor	of	Educational	Studies	majors.	
Interpreters	combine	their	knowledge,	
enthusiasm,	and	people	skills	to	tell	stories	
at	America’s	great	places:	museums,	
science	centers,	parks,	botanical	gardens,	
zoos,	wildlife	refuges,	planetariums,	
aquariums,	environmental	learning	
centers,	and	visitor	centers.	Students	
develop	oral	communication	skills	to	
create	a	meaningful	exchange	as	
interpreters.	Through	a	multicultural	
perspective,	students	learn	how	to	craft	
powerful	interpretive	themes	and	
programs.	Strategies	for	delivering	
effective	interpretive	content	is	examined.		

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Exploration	of	how	interpretive	experiences	
impact	identity	development,	cultural	awareness,	
civic	engagement,	environmental	stewardship,	
and	community	capacity	building. 

 

 Student	knowledge	is	assessed	through	discussion	
questions,	quizzes,	presentations,	and	exams.	To	
increase	exposure	to	interpretive	programs,	
students	will	attend	a	series	of	interpretive	
programs	and	venues	in	St.	Louis.	Throughout	the	
semester,	students	journal	in	an	interpretive	
notebook	that	culminates	in	a	final	project	
presentation	of	their	oral	interpretive	program.	 

Interpreters combine their 
knowledge, enthusiasm, and people 
skills to tell stories using a wide 
range of formats and mediums. 
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EDUC 2002 
Social Entrepreneurship 

   

With	an	emphasis	on	the	application	of	
systems	and	design	thinking	to	social	
entrepreneurship,	the	class	provides	an	
overview	of	social	innovation	with	real-
world	examples	and	hands-on	practice.		
	
Through	lectures,	class	discussion,	guest	
speakers,	and	class	projects,	students	
examine	what	social	entrepreneurship	is	
and	begin	to	explore	innovative	thinking.	

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Provides	an	introduction	to	the	skills,	
perspectives,	and	theories	of	social	
entrepreneurship.		
	

 
 
 

 

	

	

Student	knowledge	is	assessed	through	class	
participation,	discussion	questions,	fieldwork	
and	presentations.	The	course	culminates	with	
a	final	group	project	presentation.	 

Students explore social 
entrepreneurship and innovative 
thinking while creating a project to 
impact UMSL.  
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ED PSY 2212 
Child and Adolescent Development 

   

As	this	course	examines	multiple	theories	
regarding	development,	students	are	
asked	to	reflect	on	their	own	personal	
development.	An	important	teaching	skill	
involves	cultivating	the	ability	to	reflect	on	
observed	behaviors,	
growth,	development,	and	outcomes.	
	
		

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Students	will	read	about	and	discuss	theories	of	
infant/child/adolescent	development	in	multiple	
domains	including	cognitive,	linguistic,	physical,	
and	socio-emotional.	

 
 
Throughout	the	semester,	quizzes	are	given	
over	the	course	discussions	and	readings.		
	
A	focus	of	the	course	is	on	cultural	influence	on	
development,	so	students	are	asked	to	
complete	two	cultural	projects.	The	projects	
consist	of	a	reflection	on	your	observations	at	a	
cultural	activity	or	place. 

  

  

Through readings, in-class 
activities, and cultural projects, 
students will consider how to apply 
these theories to create appropriate 
learning environments.  
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EDUC 2136 
Facility Management 

 
 

  

Every	aspect	of	managing	is	examined:	
including	managing	equipment,	finances,	
employees,	and	emergencies.		
	
Within	the	course,	there	are	3-5	small	
papers	based	on	readings	and	discussions.		
	
There	are	two	tests	over	the	course	
content,	a	mid-term	and	a	final.		
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Introduces	the	process	of	design	and	maintaining	
the	facilities	typically	found	in	recreational	
environments.	Emphasis	placed	on	management	
theories,	risk	management,	facility	maintenance,	
operation	and	administration	of	various	
recreation	facilities. 
 
 
 
 
The	course	features	a	final	group	project.	
The	course	is	taught	via	lecture/discussion,	
but	there	are	also	several	trips	to	facilities	in	
the	St.	Louis	region.	

 

  

 

 

Through visits to other sites and 
class discussion, students will 
consider how to apply management  
theories to maintain a variety of 
facilities.  
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Year Three  

Students	will	take	courses	in	management-related	skills	to	prepare	them	for	a	successful	career	in	
informal	education.	Courses	include	EDUC	3170,	ED	REM	4730,	ED	FND	3251	and	MKTG	3721.	

  

 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD  15 

 
 

 ED FND 3251 
 Black Americans in Education 
   

Black	Americans	in	Education	is	a	required	
course	for	all	Bachelor	of	Educational	
Studies	majors.	Systemic	racism	is	
examined,	with	an	emphasis	on	
relationships	between	schools	and	the	
black	community.	After	an	in-depth	
examination	of	the	conditions	affecting	the	
education	of	black	Americans,	a	focus	is	
then	placed	on	needed	changes	in	
education.	

 

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Examination	and	analysis	of	conditions	
affecting	the	education	of	black	Americans	and	
their	schools	

 

	

	

	

  

 

After an in-depth examination 
of the conditions affecting the 
education of black Americans, a 
focus is then placed on needed 
changes in education. 

 

 

Community	guest	lecturers	join	throughout	the	
semester.	Student	development	is	gauged	
through	class	discussions,	four	commentary	
papers,	and	journal	entries.	Students	are	asked	
to	reflect	on	their	experience	in	the	course	and	
their	own	educational	interactions	through	a	
social	justice	lens. 
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THEATER 3362 
Storytelling 
   
	
Honoring	the	idea	that	we	are	all	story	tellers	
in	our	own	rights,	this	course	explores	the	
wide	range	of	narrative	and	compositional	
possibilities	available	to	individuals	as	they	
move	through	their	personal	and	professional	
lives	looking	for	means	to	effectively	connect	
and	communicate.		
	
	
This	course	focuses	on	honing	in	on	the	finer	
differences	between	story	and	narrative,	
performance	practices,	and	visual	
compositions.	This	course	will	focus	on	the	
“how”	of	telling	stories.		
	
	
	
	
	

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
This	course	gives	an	overview	of	the	history	
of	storytelling,	types	of	tales,	and	
appropriate	uses	for	storytelling.	The	
primary	emphasis	of	the	course	is	in	
developing	storytelling	skills	through	
preparation,	performances,	and	
evaluation. 

 
 

	

	

	

 
 
 

 
	
	
How	does	the	way	one	tells	a	story	change	
depending	on	the	type	of	story	being	told?	How	
does	a	chosen	medium	change	the	storytelling?	
How	does	how	personal	the	story	feels	to	the	
storyteller	change	the	telling	of	it?		
 
 
Students	will	be	presenting	stories,	mostly	
through	performance	and	writing,	
throughout	the	entirety	of	the	course	as	
individuals	and	in	groups.		

These	story	presentations	will	culminate	in	a	
final	storytelling	event	at	the	end	of	the	
semester.		
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 EDUC 3170 
 Grant Proposal Writing 
   

This	course	is	designed	for	all	students	in	the	
Bachelor	of	Educational	Studies.	The	course	
provides	a	basic	understanding	of	grant	
proposal	writing	within	a	wide	variety	of	
contexts.	It	prepares	aspiring	professionals	to	
identify	crucial	needs	among	diverse	
individuals,	small	groups,	and	large	
organizations,	and	it	equips	them	to	initiate	
grant-funded	programs	in	response	to	those	
needs.		

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Grant	proposal	writing:	identifying	a	social	
need	for	a	grant,	how	to	apply	for	federal	
grants	including	writing	each	part	of	a	grant	
proposal,	and	how	to	manage	grant	funds.	 

 

	

	

	

	

 
 
 
 
 
Any educational professional in a 
cultural institution, community agency, 
childcare center, or nature setting will 
benefit from knowing the essentials of 
grant proposal writing. 

 
 
	
Students	learn	about	the	customary	parts	of	a	
grant	proposal.	They	practice	writing,	reviewing,	
and	evaluating	mock	proposals.	The	course	pays	
special	attention	to	composing	practical,	
persuasive,	and	well-informed	Problem	
Statements.	Students	learn	the	processes	of	
seeking,	receiving	and	managing	grant	funds.	In	
small	groups,	the	students	participate	in	
multiple	peer	review	sessions,	enacting	the	dual	
roles	of	applicant	and	reviewer.	As	they	engage	
with	contextualized	media,	examples,	and	
activities,	the	students	discover	grant	proposal	
writing	as	a	unique	genre,	creating	a	final	
project	of	a	completed	mock	grant	proposal. 
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 ED TECH 4436 
 Computer-Mediated Teaching and Learning in Education 
   

Computer-Mediated	Teaching	and	Learning	in	
Education	is	a	required	course	for	all	Bachelor	
of	Educational	Studies	majors.	Typically,	the	
course	is	offered	online.	Students	will	be	able	
to	identify	a	coherent	rationale	for	using	
technology	in	education.	Throughout	the	
semester,	students	produce	educational	
technology	artifacts	using	several	different	
technologies.	
 

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Explores	the	theory,	research,	and	practice	of	
using	computer-mediated	communication	and	
computer-supported	collaborative	learning	in	
education.	 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly,	electronic	discussions	will	allow	
students	to	explore	ideas.	Students	create	a	
podcast	as	a	media	piece	and	a	movie	to	
describe	a	concept. 

 

 

 The course serves as an online teaching 
survival guide, exploring practical tips and 
techniques to support computer-mediated 
learning.  
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 MKTG 3721 
 Introduction to Digital Marketing Strategies 

   

Introduction	to	Digital	Marketing	Strategies	
is	a	required	course	for	all	Bachelor	of	
Education	majors.	The	course	focuses	on	
communicating	and	marketing	via	the	
internet,	wireless	devices,	and	other	digital	
platforms.	The	course	examines	the	web	
design,	search	engine	optimization,	the	use	
of	Google	Analytics,	display	advertising,	
audience	measurement,	and	email	
marketing.	Prior	to	the	start	of	class,	
students	are	open	the	following	social	media	
accounts:	Twitter,	Facebook	and	Instagram.	
	
	
	

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Assess	and	experiment	with	various	digital	
marketing	tools,	learn	how	to	develop	a	digital	
marketing	plan	and	strategy,	and	use	
techniques	to	measure	key	performance	
indicators. 

 

 
All businesses and 
organizations can benefit from 
having a digital marketing 
strategy to engage with 
current customers and attract 
new.  
 

The	course	is	taught	mainly	online	using	YouTube,	
mini-lectures,	case	readings,	and	discussion	
forums.	Occasionally,	students	will	meet	in	person	
for	special	assignments.	Students	are	assessed	
through	discussion	thread	participation,	quizzes,	
and	two	exams.	Students	work	in	groups	to	
produce	a	search	engine	optimization	team	case	
project.	 
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Year Four	
Students	will	develop	broad	perspective	in	preparation	for	authentic	work	experience	and	increase	
the	potential	for	a	job	upon	graduation.	Courses	include:	ED	FND	4330,	ED	TECH	4302,	EDUC	4989,	
EDUC	4990,	EDUC	4991.
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 ED FND 4330 
 History of American Education Through the Lens of Social               
 Justice 
   

History	of	American	Education	through	the	
Lens	of	Social	Justice	is	a	course	required	of	
all	Bachelor	of	Educational	Studies	majors.	
The	course	provides	an	overview	of	the	
evolutionary	development	of	American	
educational	theory	and	practice	from	the	
early	colonial	period	to	the	present.	The	
course	focuses	on	historical	issues	of	
education	through	a	social	justice	lens.		

	

	

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
An	examination	of	issues	of	diversity,	
equity,	and	social	justice	from	the	
contexts	of	personal	and	educational	
history. 

 
 
 

	

	

Through an examination of one’s 
personal learning experiences, 
issues of diversity, equity and social 
justice are addressed.  

The	course	examines	personal	learning	experiences	
and	how	they	relate	to	social	group	identities	and	
equity.	Students	identify	learning	practices	that	
promote	diversity	and	equity.	The	first	night	of	
class,	students	share	a	self-portrait	document	with	
the	group	to	encourage	a	learning	community.	
Students	reflect	on	their	learning	experience	
through	weekly	class	discussions	and	reflective	
pieces.	Using	the	course	readings,	students	develop	
and	implement	a	lesson	plan.		Two	essays	are	
prepared:	a	personal	culture	analysis	and	a	final	
reflection	piece.		 
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 ED TECH 4302 
 EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY INSTRUCTION IN EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES 

   

Educational	Technology	Instruction	in	
Educational	Agencies	is	part	of	the	
coursework	for	all	Bachelor	of	Educational	
Studies	majors.	The	course	is	delivered	online,	
with	discussion	boards	and	VoiceThreads	
being	the	primary	method	of	class	
participation.	The	course	requires	Internet	
access	daily.		
 
 

COURSE	DESCRIPTION	
Principles,	terms,	and	concepts	of	
educational	technology 

 

 

	

	

	

	

	
Through	utilization	of	a	variety	of	technology	
applications	and	methods,	students	become	
familiar	with	how	to	weave	technology	into	
instruction	to	engage	learning.		
Students	will	evaluate	websites,	create	Prezi	
presentations,	and	write	a	paper	on	
educational	resources.	By	the	end	of	the	
course,	students	will	develop	their	own	
technology-enhanced	project	using	dynamic,	
user-generated	Web	2.0	tools.		
 

  

   

 

Students develop a competency in 
utilizing various technology 
applications to engage learning.   
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Early Childhood Courses	
Students	will	develop	broad	perspective	in	preparation	for	authentic	work	experience	and	increase	
the	potential	for	a	job	upon	graduation.	Courses	include:	ECH	ED	3302,	ECH	ED	3303,	ECH	ED	3304,	
ECH	ED	3313,	ECH	ED	3314,	ECH	ED	3332,	ECH	ED	3350,	EC H	ED	4317,	and	SPEC	ED	3318.		
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ECH ED 3302 
Introduction to Inclusive Early Childhood Education 

  
 
 
 

	

	
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Introduction	to	the	field	of	early	childhood	
education	including	historical,	social	and	
psychological	foundation	and	evidence	based-
practice	appropriate	to	address	developmental	
needs	of	children	from	birth	through	age	8.		
 

	
Students	will	conduct	a	field	experience	
component	in	order	to	survey	the	varying	
types	of	programs	available:	accredited,	full	
day,	half	day,	inclusive,	Montessori.	After	
visiting	the	field	sites,	students	write	
reflections	on	each	site	visited.		
 

This	course	serves	as	an	introduction	to	
the	field	of	early	childhood	education.	
Students	examine	their	personal	
philosophy	on	early	education	in	addition	
to	review	best	practices.		
	
At	the	end	of	the	semester,	students	write	a	
paper	outlining	developmentally	appropriate	
practices.	
Working	in	teams,	students	will	explain	an	
early	childhood	program	that	they	chose	to	
the	class.		
 

 

Through an examination of various 
early childhood sites, students begin 
to develop a personal philosophy of 
early education.  
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ECH ED 3303 and ECH ED 3313 
Curriculum and Practice: Infant/Toddler 
Curriculum and Practice Laboratory: Infant/Toddler 

   

These	courses	are	offered	in	conjunction	
with	each	other:	students	must	enroll	in	
both	the	theory	course	(3303)	and	the	lab	
course	(3313)	at	the	same	time.		
	
The	lab	course	is	not	face-to-face	as	the	
theory	course	is.	The	lab	course	is	
conducted	as	a	field	component	in	the	
University	Childhood	Development	Center	
for	4	hours	each	week.	
	
The	theory	course	focuses	on	child	
development	and	all	aspects	of	program	
administration:	including	how	to	
plan/administer	curriculum,	health	and	
safety,	and	administrative	oversight	of	an	
early	childhood	center.  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Addresses	how	to	design	and	implement	
integrated,	inclusive	curriculum	for	
children	from	birth	to	3	years	of	age. 

 

 	

There	is	a	large	assignment	in	the	theory	course:	
two	developmental	profiles	conducted	on	two	
different	children	varying	in	age.	Students	are	
required	to	videotape	and	write	lesson	reflections	
on	all	teaching	via	the	Teaching	Channel.	A	focus	of	
the	course	is	peer	or	instructor	feedback	on	all	
taped	teaching.	At	the	end	of	the	semester,	
students	take	a	final	exam.		
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ECH ED 3304 and ECH ED 3314 
Curriculum and Practice: Preschool 
Curriculum and Practice Laboratory: Preschool 
   

 
These	courses	are	offered	in	conjunction	with	
each	other:	students	must	enroll	in	both	the	
theory	and	the	lab	course	at	the	same	time.		
	
The	lab	course	is	not	face	to	face,	as	students	
conduct	a	field	component	in	the	University	
Childhood	Development	Center	for	4	hours	
each	week.	The	theory	course	focuses	on	
child	development	and	all	aspects	of	program	
administration:	including	how	to	
plan/administer	curriculum,	health	and	
safety,	and	administrative	oversight	of	a	early	
childhood	center.		
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This	course	addresses	how	to	design	and	
implement	integrated,	inclusive	curriculum	
for	children	from	birth	to	3	years	of	age.	
Must	be	taken	concurrently	with	ECH	ED	
3303.	
 

 
	

There	is	a	large	assignment	in	the	theory	course:	
two	developmental	profiles	on	two	different	target	
children	varying	in	age.	Students	are	required	to	
videotape	and	write	lesson	reflections	on	all	
teaching	they	do	via	the	Teaching	Channel.	Either	
the	instructor	or	peers	provides	feedback	on	all	
videotapes.	At	the	end	of	the	semester,	a	final	exam	
is	given.	

 

Students focus on every aspect of 
program administration of an early 
childhood center.  
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ECH ED 3332 
Literacy, Learning and Instruction for a Young Child 

   

This	course	centers	on	how	young	children	
acquire	language	and	the	teaching	practices	
that	support	expressive	and	receptive	
language	development.		
	
There	is	a	small	assessment	piece	with	an	
assignment	surrounding	literacy	work	with	a	
child.	A	field	component	of	10	hours	is	
required,	along	with	a	child	observation	and	
structured	interview	of	an	early	childhood	
professional	or	parent.	 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Attention	on	the	language	acquisition	and	
environments	(home,	school,	community)	
of	young	children	as	they	construct	
knowledge	of	print	from	birth	to	age	eight.		
 
 
 
 
 
The	field	component	culminates	in	a	
presentation	regarding	a	comprehensive	
understanding	of	a	child’s	literacy	capabilities	
and	need	for	supports.		
Additionally,	students	explore	physical	
environment	to	explore	representation	of	
literacy.		
 

  

  

Students focus on how young 
children acquire language.  
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ECH ED 3350 
Family and Professional Partnerships within 
School/Community 

   

Throughout	the	semester,	much	focus	is	
on	student	reflection	either	in	the	form	
of	essays	or	short	in-class	responses.		
	
Students	will	prepare	three	brief	written	
responses	of	their	reactions	and	thoughts	
regarding	course	readings	and	
discussions.	The	emphasis	is	on	reflecting	
on	the	information	in	terms	of	your	
beliefs	and	practices	in	working	with	
families. 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Focus	is	on	using	a	family	systems	perspective	and	
family	centered	approach	to	strengthen	family-
professional	relationships.	Building	collaborative	
partnerships	with	families	and	community	agencies	
is	emphasized. 

Each	student	will	choose	an		
age	range	of	interest	(e.g.	
infants/toddlers/preschoolers/kindergartener
s).	The	selection	may	be	based	on	an	actual	
child	and	family	or	a	group	of	children	and	
families	with	whom	you	have	worked	in	
previous	work	settings,	current	work	setting	
or	a	hypothetical	child. 

 Students	will	select	an	American	ethnic	group	related	
to	his/her	own	background	respond	to	given	
questions	in	writing	in	terms	of	their	own	family	
weaving	in	the	content	about	culture.	

Students examine their own family 
weaving by selecting an ethnic 
group related to their background.   
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ECH ED 4317 
Implementation, Evaluation and Assessment in Early 
Childhood Education 

   

The	focus	of	this	course	is	to	understand	the	
purpose	of	assessment	for	children.		
Throughout	the	semester,	students	are	
required	to	write	weekly	reading	responses.		
	
This	course	has	a	10	hour	field	experience	
component,	where	students	provide	an	
assessment	portfolio	on	a	child	through	a	
presentation.		
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This	course	serves	as	an	early	childhood	
assessment	course:	appropriate	assessment	and	
environmental	assessment	for	children	under	the	
age	of	5.	
 

 
 
As	components	of	the	Portfolio	assessment,	
students	will	also	complete	an	environmental	
assessment.	Likewise,	students	will	administer,	
score	and	develop	activities	to	support	a	child’s	
continued	growth	and	development.		
	
To	align	with	MoSPE	standards,	students	will	
reflect	on	each	indicator	of	the	Missouri	
Standard	7.		
 

  

  

 

Students examine appropriate 
assessment and environmental 
assessment for children under 
the age of 5. 
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SPEC ED 3318 
Inclusive Classrooms 

   

Students	will	conduct	an	interview	either	
with	a	person	with	a	disability	or	with	a	
parent	of	a	child	with	a	disability.		
	
Throughout	the	semester,	there	are	
periodic	quizzes	over	the	material.	Case	
studies	are	examined.		
 
  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An	introductory	overview	of	inclusive	education,	
the	characteristics	of	special	populations	in	
classrooms,	and	issues	related	to	state	and	
federal	laws	in	serving	students	with	varying	
needs.		

 
 
At	the	end	of	the	course,	students	write	a	
personal	philosophy	of	inclusive	education.		
	
The	final	assignment	is	a	stakeholder	
collaboration	lesson	plan	that	is	completed	as	a	
group	project.	Students	are	assigned	a	case	
study	and	conduct	a	comprehensive	action	plan	
in	order	to	best	support	the	student.		

  

  

 

Students examine and develop their 
own personal philosophy of 
inclusive education.  
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Internships

Our	internship	program	is	designed	with	the	non-traditional	educator	in	mind:	students	who	desire	
to	work	with	diverse	communities	and	clientele	outside	of	the	formal	classroom	environment.	We	
partner	with	a	variety	of	agencies	and	organizations	to	help	them	reach	this	goal.	
	
Internships	will	help	our	students	make	decisions	about	future	studies	and/or	employment.	
Internships	help	students:		

• Identify,	clarify	and	confirm	professional	direction	as	it	relates	to	their	studies.	
• Demonstrate	positive	professional	behaviors	in	the	workplace.	
• Build	and	maintain	professional	relationships	and	networks,	both	internal	and	external	to	

the	internship	site.	
	

Requirements:		
• BES	Introductory	Internship	(EDUC	4989):	A	minimum	of	120	hours,	typically	one	day	per	

week.	This	internship	introduces	BES	students	to	a	career	in	informal	education.	
• BES	Capstone	Internship	(EDUC	4990	and	EDUC	4991):	A	minimum	of	240-480	hours	

(depending	on	whether	courses	are	taken	separately	or	concurrently,	typically	five	days	per	
week).	The	Capstone	Internship	provides	an	in-depth	experience	for	BES	students	in	their	
focus	area.	Placements	provide	an	opportunity	to	find	and	secure	a	job	after	graduation.		
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Student Involvement: Organizations & Honors 

 
Student	and	professional	organizations	are	an	integral	part	of	the	college	experience.	They	are	
perfect	places	to	get	involved	on	campus	and	show	your	UMSL	pride.	Student	organizations	also	
provide	a	platform	for	those	who	would	like	to	gain	skills,	share	their	professional	interests,	and	
build	professional	contacts.	Student	organizations	engage	students	in	wonderful	learning	
opportunities	and	projects. 
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The	National	Association	for	the	Education	of	Young	Children	(NAEYC)	is	a	professional	membership	

organization	that	works	to	promote	high-quality	early	learning	for	all	young	children,	birth	through	

age	8,	by	connecting	early	childhood	practice,	policy,	and	research.	We	advance	a	diverse,	dynamic	

early	 childthood	profession	and	 support	 all	who	 care	 for,	 educate,	 and	work	on	behalf	 of	 young	

children.	 The	 Association	 comprises	 nearly	 70,000	 individual	 members	 of	 the	 early	 childhood	

community	and	more	than	300	regional	Affiliate	chapters,	all	committed	to	delivering	on	the	promise	

of	high-quality	early	learning.	Together,	we	work	to	achieve	a	collective	vision:	that	all	young	children	

thrive	and	learn	in	a	society	dedicated	to	ensuring	they	reach	their	full	potential.	

NAEYC	accreditation	is	the	gold	standard	for	early	childhood	programs	across	the	country.	Families	

of	young	children	who	attend	NAEYC-accredited	programs	can	be	confident	that	 they	deliver	 the	

highest	quality	early	care	and	education.	

 

National Association for the Education of Young Children 
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The	Association	for	Early	Learning	Leaders,	formerly	known	

as	the	National	Association	of	Child	Care	Professionals	is	a	

nonprofit	organization	committed	to	excellence	by	

promoting	leadership	development	and	enhancing	

program	quality	through	the	National	Accreditation	

Commission's	standards.	Since	1984,	Early	Learning	

Leaders	have	been	serving	childcare	directors,	owners	and	

administrators.	

Early	Learning	Leader's	goal	is	to	strengthen	the	

knowledge,	skills	and	abilities	of	early	care	directors,	

owners,	emerging	leaders	and	other	early	learning	pro-

fessionals	to	ensure	quality	child	care	programs	for	young	

children.		

The	National	Accreditation	Commission	provides	a	

comprehensive	ongoing	quality	improvement	system	that	

acknowledges	the	diversity	of	programs	through	the	self-

study	and	award	process.	Over	1,500	early	learning	

programs	in	38	states,	DC	and	overseas	participate	in	the	Accreditation	process.	These	include	but	

are	not	limited	to	university	and	college	campus	based	programs,	private	child	care,	faith	based	

preschools,	head	starts,	public	preschools,	corporate	centers,	DoD	programs	and	employer	

sponsored	programs.	

 

Association for Early Learning Leaders 
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The	Association	for	Childhood	Education	International	(ACEI)	is	a	global	community	of	
educators	and	advocates	who	unite	knowledge,	experience,	and	perspectives	in	order	to	
exchange	information,	explore	innovation	and	advocate	for	children.	

	-		ACEI	participates	in	global	education	coalitions	and	childhood	well-being	campaigns	that	advance	
policies	and	drive	funding	levels	for	education	and	other	social	services,	thereby	impacting	vast	
numbers	of	children	internationally.	

	-		ACEI	reports	on	global	education	trends	and	events	that	directly	affect	the	efforts	of	classroom	
teachers,	teacher	educators,	education	advocates,	and	education	consultants.	

	-		ACEI	provides	access	to	cutting-edge	research	and	information	that	enlightens	perspectives	and	
viewpoints	on	education	practices.		

	-		ACEI	creates	unique	programs,	events,	and	publications	that	help	to	expand	horizons	in	areas	of	
childhood	education	and	well-being,	worldwide.	

 
 

 
 

	

	

	

	

Association for Childhood Education Leaders 
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The	Association	of	Teacher	Educators	(ATE)	was	founded	in	1920	and	is	an	individual	membership	

organization	devoted	solely	 to	 the	 improvement	of	 teacher	education	both	 for	 school-based	and	

post	secondary	teacher	educators.	ATE	members	represent	over	700	colleges	and	universities,	over	

500	major	school	systems,	and	the	majority	of	state	departments	of	education.	The	ATE	office	 is	

located	in	the	Washington	DC	area	where	it	represents	its	members’	interests	before	governmental	

agencies	and	education	organizations.	 In	addition,	ATE	has	representatives	on	the	Council	for	the	

Accreditation	of	Educator	Preparation	(CAEP).	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Association of Teacher Educators 



 

EARLY CHILDHOOD  37 

 
	

	

	

	

The	Division	for	Early	Childhood	was	started	in	1973	by	a	group	of	volunteers	who	cared	deeply	

about	the	development	of	young	children	with	special	needs.	DEC	is	one	of	17	divisions	of	the	

Council	for	Exceptional	Children	(CEC),	the	largest	professional	organization	dedicated	to	improving	

the	educational	success	of	individuals	with	disabilities	and/or	gifts	and	talents.	

	

The	Division	for	Early	Childhood	(DEC)	promotes	policies	and	advances	evidence-based	practices	

that	support	families	and	enhance	the	optimal	development	of	young	children	(0-8)	who	have	or	

are	at	risk	for	developmental	delays	and	disabilities.	DEC	is	an	international	membership	

organization	for	those	who	work	with	or	on	behalf	of	young	children	(0-8)	with	disabilities	and	

other	special	needs	and	their	families.

	

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Division for Early Childhood 
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Begun	in	1962,	the	Association	of	Children's	Museums	(ACM)	is	a	professional	member	service	

organization	for	the	children’s	museum	field.	ACM	is	the	only	organization	representing	museums	

and	professionals	dedicated	to	early	childhood	play,	the	starting	point	in	the	continuum	of	lifelong	

learning.	

ACM	strengthens	children’s	museums	to	be	essential	community	assets	by:	establishing	standards	

for	professional	practice;	convening	InterActivity	conferences;	collecting	research	and	best	

practices;	and	initiating	national	and	international	partnerships	with	opportunities	for	local	

collaboration.	ACM	leadership	initiatives	include	Good	to	Grow!,	Diversity	in	Action	and	Playing	for	

Keeps.	

ACM	partners	with	a	variety	of	campaigns	and	organizations	including	Let’s	Move!	Museums	&	

Gardens,	American	Academy	of	Pediatrics,	World	Wildlife	Federation,	Nickelodeon,	Parents	Choice	

Foundation,	National	Association	of	the	Education	of	Young	Children,	Association	of	Science-

Technology	Centers	and	American	Alliance	of	Museums.	

	
	
	
	
	

Association of Children’s Museums 
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The	BES	Ambassadors	project	objective	is	to	share	the	information	with	current	and	prospective	
UMSL	students.	Ambassadors	receive	scholarship	support	($150	per	semester)	gain	excellent	
leadership	experiences	to	strengthen	their	resume.		
	
BES	ambassadors	share	information	about	the	BES	program	by	distributing	advertising	materials	
on/off	campus	staffing	BES	information	booths	two	times	per	semester.	BES	Ambassadors	increase	
their	understanding	of	the	BES	program,	its	opportunities	and	advantages.	This	deep	insight	into	
your	chosen	major	can	pay	off	during	future	job	interviews!		
	
Applicants	must	be	currently	enrolled	in	the	BES	program	and	possess	good	communication	skills.	
Applicants	must	have	a	GPA	of	2.75.		
	
Applications	will	be	reviewed	by	the	Ambassador	Committee	comprised	of	BES	faculty	and	staff.		A	
short	list	of	candidates	will	be	invited	to	interview	for	a	BES	Ambassador	position.		
	
See	the	BES	Facebook	page	for	application	details.		
	
Apply	now:	gocoe.umsl.edu/besambassador	

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 BES Ambassadors 
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Early Childhood Careers and Career Paths 
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Chelsea Owens 
Center	Director		
KinderCare	
	
Chelsea	didn’t	start	out	planning	to	work	in	early	
childhood.		She	went	to	college	for	a	degree	in	
nutrition,	but	it	was	a	twist	of	fate	that	led	her	to	an	
opportunity	to	work	for	KinderCare	and	she	fell	in	
love.		Fortunately,	her	college	studies	had	also	
included	a	minor	in	early	education	and	she	was	able	
to	expand	her	academic	background	with	an	
associate	degree	in	child	development.	
	
When	Ms.	Owens	talks	about	the	day	to	day	
experience	of	directing	her	center,	she	describes	it	as	
“getting	to	go	to	work“.		She	loves	early	education	
and	believes	that	children	need	a	good	start.		She	
also	believes	that	parents	deserve	to	know	that	their	
children	are	getting	quality	care.	
	
When	she	thinks	about	the	kind	of	skills	she	needs	to	effectively	manage	a	busy	center,	they	were	
mostly	learned	on	the	job.		Marketing,	“managing	the	numbers”,	scheduling,	hiring	and	working	
with	staff	-	in	addition	to	the	curriculum	-	are	all	part	of	the	job.		She	takes	advantage	of	
opportunities	to	expand	her	expertise	and	to	gain	new	techniques	and	policies	she	can	apply.		
This	allows	her	to	be	a	better	leader	and	to	fuel	her	passion	for	the	work.		As	she	reflects	on	her	
academic	preparation,	she	believes	had	a	program	like	the	BES	at	UMSL	been	available	she	would	
have	found	it	valuable	and	perhaps	started	even	sooner	along	her	current	path.		
	
At	the	end	of	the	day,	she	hasn’t	forgotten	what	drives	her	passion	-	that	she	is	really	there	for	
the	children.		She	makes	sure	there	is	time	to	observe	and	to	step	in	for	group	time	in	one	of	the	
classrooms.		She	plans	a	host	of	special	events	and	enrichment	for	the	different	age	groups.					
And,	sometimes	she	just	plays	with	the	babies.		
	
When	asked	what	she	likes	best	about	her	job,	she	is	quick	to	reply.		She	likes	best	that	each	child	
is	special.		And	as	the	director,	by	ensuring	that	all	23	teachers	at	the	center	are	quality,	she	can	
give	parents	peace	of	mind.			
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Linda Rosenblatt 
Family	Engagement	Director		
Early	Childhood	Day	Camp	Director		
Jewish	Community	Center	

	
Linda	is	a	graduate	of	the	University	of	
Missouri.	She	moved	to	St.	Louis	and	began	
teaching	in	a	special	education	classroom	at	St.	
Louis	City	Public	Schools.	As	she	raised	her	
children,	she	took	a	break	from	the	workforce	
but	her	love	of	teaching	never	faltered.	She	
soon	found	her	way	back	into	the	preschool	
classroom,	striving	to	develop	“free	thinking,	
independent	little	people.”	She	currently	serves	
as	the	Family	Engagement	Director	at	the	
Jewish	Community	Center,	where	she	spends	
most	of	her	time	creating	relationships	with	
her	students	and	their	families	to	support	their	
academic	and	social-emotional	growth.	In	the	
summer,	she	acts	as	the	Early	Childhood	Day	
Camp	Director.	In	this	position,	Linda	weaves	in	
informal	education	as	the	camp	spends	time	
outdoors	as	well	as	indoors.		
	

Linda	is	inspired	by	informal	education,	drawing	parallels	between	early	childhood	curriculum	and	
constructivist	learning	theory.	Her	learning	philosophy	is	that	children	learn	best	by	doing;	hands-
on	experience	promotes	higher	engagement	and	retention.	Linda	believes	that	the	most	important	
thing	about	informal	education	is	its	inherent	philosophy	that	anything	one	does	can	be	a	learning	
experience	and	how	experiential	learning	differs	from	the	top-down	approach	of	learning.	She	
stresses	that	necessary	qualities	of	an	early	childhood	educator	are	warmth,	nurturing,	and	a	
genuine	care	for	others.		
 


